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man, husband for wife, jwife for husband, and father
and mother for children etc.; but this cannot always
be. There is no reason why the professional healer,
male and female, should not be trusted and esteemed
as honourable in their work and position as the
physician or minister.
"Covet the best gifts" is the advice of one sacred
.miter. To my mind, the power to heal disease is
the gift of gifts, the one most to be desired by the
mesmeric aspirant. All other phenomena educed or
evolved by the mesmeric process, however' startling or
interesting,, are valueless unless they contribute to the
requirements of the healing art.
Dr. Hitchman, M.R.C.S., Eng. (formerly of Guy's
Hospital, London, late of Leeds Cancer Hospital, and
of Liverpool), many years ago informed me "that
it was erroneous to suppose that Mesmerism was
only beneficial in nervous diseases. He had seen it
arrest the progress and finally cure cancer," and I
know, from personal experience, that diseases otRef
than those for which it has been most frequently
used. I have known it to reduce colds, to allay inflam-
matory symptoms,^ and to cure billious attacks, to
reduce white swelling, a painful disease of the knee
joints and equally to relieve the agony arising from
a cut or crushed finger or limb.
Many of these cases were undertaken under
medical supervision, >while others, the larger number,
were those which came to me in the course of pro-
fessional work, either attracted by lectures, or re-
commended by the friends of those who had at some
previous time received some benefit from Mesmerism.
Although I cannot record the cure of cancer, like
Dr. Hliotson or Dr. Hitchman, or absolute cures of
total blindness like Dr. Mack, my pretty wide and
general experience enables me to declare my tin-
doubted conviction, that there is scarcely any form
of disease which may not be at least relieved where
&ot cured, by the steady, persevering, and judicious
tise of the mesmeric processes.